Resolution Condemning the Cancellation of Professor Eric Cheyfitz’s Classes
and Threats of Further Severe Disciplinary Action

Whereas Cornell University Policy 6.4 sets forth procedures for the investigation and resolution
of allegations of discrimination by and against Cornell faculty, staff, and students;

Whereas Cornell University policies are developed in a multi-stage process with input from the
Policy Advisory Group, whose standing members include the University General Counsel;

Whereas a student filed a complaint in the Spring 2025 semester alleging that Professor Eric
Cheyfitz, the Ernest I. White Professor of American Studies and Humane Letters in the
Department of Literatures in English and a member of the American Indian and Indigenous
Studies Program, had discriminated against him based on his Israeli national origin;

Whereas the facts supporting the student’s complaint were reviewed by the Faculty Senate’s
Committee on Academic Freedom and Professional Status of Faculty (AFPSF) pursuant to
Policy 6.4, and the six members of the committee unanimously concluded that there was
insufficient evidence of discrimination,;

Whereas the AFPSF Committee simultaneously found that the issue of sanctions need not be
considered, as there was insufficient proof to sustain the student’s allegations;

Whereas, Cornell Policy 6.4 requires that the Committee on Academic Freedom and
Professional Status of the Faculty “will not find the [faculty member] responsible unless the
Committee, after evaluating all of the evidence, is satisfied that the charge has been proven by
clear and convincing evidence”;

Whereas the US Department of Education Office for Civil Rights (OCR) describes university
“provision of grievance or complaint procedures” as “appropriate responsive action” to
complaints of discrimination based on race, color, or national origin” under Title VI, and does

not describe a particular standard of proof that universities must use in their grievance or
complaint procedures [Fed. Reg. Vol. 59, No. 47 (1994); 34 CFR Part 100];

Whereas Cornell Policy 6.4’s use of a “clear and convincing” evidence standard comports with
the academic due process standards for imposing severe sanctions, as set forth in the American
Association of University Professors “Recommended Institutional Regulations on Academic
Freedom and Tenure”;

Whereas Policy 6.4 plainly states: “The dean or equivalent unit head must accept the [AFPSF]
Committee's findings of fact and conclusions;”



Whereas the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences disregarded the mandate of Policy 6.4 and
instead recommended that Professor Cheyfitz be suspended without pay for two semesters;

Whereas the Provost likewise rejected the unanimous conclusion of the AFPSF Committee,
ordered new disciplinary proceedings against Professor Cheyfitz, and cancelled his classes for
the Fall 2025 semester, entitled “Contemporary Native American Fiction” and “Thinking from a
Different Place: Indigenous Philosophies”;

Whereas the failure of the Dean and the Provost to accept the findings of the AFPSF Committee
is a clear violation of University Policy 6.4;

Whereas the convening of a new disciplinary proceeding against Professor Cheyfitz under
Cornell Faculty Handbook Section 6.6 was unwarranted and violated principles of due process;

Whereas Cornell Faculty Handbook section 6.6 describes an “emergency suspension” as one that
is “pending the ultimate determination of the faculty member’s case where the faculty member is
charged with misconduct and his or her continuance threatens imminent, serious harm to the
member, to others, or to property,” and there was no such evidence in Professor Cheyfitz’s case;

Whereas the cancellation of Professor Cheyfitz’s classes in Fall 2025 violates the standards of
Cornell Faculty Handbook section 6.6 and amounts to punishment without process;

Whereas the University’s punishment of Professor Cheyfitz coincides with enormous
government pressure on universities to restrict expressions of support for Palestinians’ human
rights;

Whereas the University’s actions represent a serious attack on academic freedom;

Be it therefore resolved that the Faculty Senate censures the central administration of Cornell
University for its failure to follow the procedures set forth in University Policy 6.4, including its
failure to accept the findings of the AFPSF Committee, as well as its violation of Faculty
Handbook Section 6.6 by imposing a severe sanction of a “temporary suspension” on a Cornell
faculty member before any findings of wrongdoing;

Be it further resolved that the University renew its commitment to protecting academic freedom,
even in the face of political pressure.



Faculty Senators

Sandra Babcock
Oumar Ba
Richard Bensel
Anne Marie Brady
Michelle Crow
Laurent Dubreuil
Grant Farred
George Frantz
Tobi Hines

Harold Theodore Hodes
Antonia Jameson Jordan
André Kessler
Ariana Kim

Tracy McNulty
Keith Obadike
Paul Ortiz

Iris Packman
Hayden Pelliccia
Alison Power
Jessica Rosenberg
Landon Schnabel
Anna Shechtman
Noah Tamarkin
Andrew Yen

Other Faculty
Begum Adalet

Nick Admussen
Marcelo Aguiar
Chloe Ahmann

Esra Akcan

Santiago Anria
Catherine M. Appert
Adam Arcadi
Aishvarya Arora
Ewa Bachminska

Sponsors



Lindsay Bahureksa
Edward E. Baptist
Ernesto Bassi

David Alexander Bateman
Jose Beduya

Sarah Besky

Rachel Bezner Kerr
Eliza Bettinger
Klaus W. Beyenbach
Amiel Bize

Anne M. Blackburn
Caitlin Blanchfield
Cynthia G. Bowman
Jeremy Braddock
Kate Bronfenbrenner
E. Wayles Browne
Elizabeth Brundige
Susan Buck-Morss
Iliana Burgos

Judith Byfield

Gaby Castro

Adam Chandler
Derek Chang

Julia Chang
Whitney Christopher
Reyna Cohen
Jennifer Colt
Monica Cornejo
Angela Cornell
Raymond Craib
Oona Blood Cullen
Jonathan Culler
Iftikhar Dadi

Laura Daniels

Liz Davis-Frost

Jim DelRosso
Ambre Dromgoole
Jessica Eaglin
Shimon Edelman
Reanna Esmail



Matthew Evangelista
Gabriella Evergreen
Elise Finielz

Magnus Fiskesjo
Paul Fleming
Carolyn Fornoff
Jason Frank

Emily Fridlund

Eli Friedman
Arnika Fuhrmann
Julia Gardner
Shannon Gleeson
Seema Golestaneh
Alyiah Marie Gonzales
Ken Gonzalez
Jeffrey Grabelsky
Ian Greer

James Gross

Reem Hajjar

James Hardwick
Ben Harper

Katie Hayden

Neil Hertz

Sara Hess

Daniel Hirschman
Saida Hodzic
Juliana Hu Pegues
Tristan Ivory
Florian Idenburg
Jasmine Jay

Erica Johns

Charles F. Johnson 11
Sheri Lynn Johnson
Kurt Jordan
Rachana Kamtekar
Karim-Aly Kassam
Mary Fainsod Katzenstein
Peter Katzenstein
Matthew Kibbee
Adhy Kim



Nicholas Klein
Julilly Kohler-Hausmann
Cat Lambert

Stacey Langwick
Douglas Lasdon
Cecelia Lawless
Caroline Levine

Risa Lieberwitz

Kate McCullough
Alexander Livingston
Corinna Loeckenhoff
Ellen Lust

Shaoling Ma

Pria Mahadevan
Joseph Margulies
Patchen Markell
Lawrence McCrea
Estelle M. McKee
Chloe McLaren
Natalie Melas

Brinna Michael
Jamila Michener
Grennan Milliken
Mostafa Minawi
Barbara Mink
Drisana Misra

Julia Mizutani
Justine Modica
Wunpini Mohammed
Yvie Molingou
Amelia Moore

Fred Muratori
Heather Murray
Alex Nading

Paul Nadasdy

Tej Nagaraja

Natalia Navas

Jess Marie Newman
Elizabeth Parker
Sandeep Parmar



Juno Salazar Parreiias
Teresa Pawlowska
Jocelyn Poe

Sara Pritchard

Liz Radman

Natasha Raheja
Jessica Ratcliff
Lucinda Ramberg
Annalisa Raymer
John Reppy

Judith Reppy

Russell Rickford

Ken Roberts

Katrina Robinson
Nerissa Russell

Neil Saccamano
Aishat Sadiq

Lexi Scanlon

Suman Seth

Linda Shi

Rebecca Slayton
Suyoung Son

Henrik Spoon

Kristen Marie Stanley
Scott Steinschneider
Camille Suarez
Macarena Tejada Lopez
Erik Thiede

Lynn Thitchener
Chantal Thomas
Lindsay Thomas
Paraska Tolan-SzKkilnik
Claudia Verhoeven
Ding Xiang Warner
Lenora Warren
Christopher Way
Rachel Weil

Marina Welker
Carlton Williams
Carson Williams



Charley Willison

Parisa Vaziri

Sofia Villenas

Helena Maria Viramontes
Emily Zinger



